
Dear Confreres!

Pope St. John Paul II established the World Day of Consecrated Life in 1997 to be celebrated in conjunction with 
the feast of the Presentation of the Lord, also known as Candlemas Day, which highlights the fact that Christ is the light of 
the world through the symbolic lighting of candles.

 “Come and see” is the invitation that Jesus extended to the two disciples of John the Baptist. This very 
invitation is extended to women and men who respond to His call to lead a life of consecration. This invitation to follow 
Jesus Christ, chaste, poor and obedient through the profession of evangelical counsels is, of its nature, a call to follow a 
stable form of life. 

However, this sincere profession at times turns to be a burden that cannot be carried any further. Why? The 
answer for this could be gleaned from the sayings of Pope Francis who stated, “often people say; I'm getting married to the 
love that lasts, I become a nun, but for a 'short time 'a bit of time, and then I'll see', 'I will be seminarian to become a priest, 
but I do not know how the story will end'.” This will not work with Jesus! I do not blame you, I blame the culture of the 
'provisional' that hurts us all, because it does no good: because a final choice today is very difficult.” We witness countless 
stories of those who become prey to this 'provisional culture'. What happens to them? Why do they succumb to this sort 
of a culture? Where can we place the fault? There are numerous stories of those who struggle in consecrated life. Some of 
them opt for deep discerning prayer, and others are knotted down by bitter and angry episodes. As a consequence, some 
consecrated persons happen to be sources of scandal and bad examples of groupism, power-hunters, unloving, liars, 
cranky and some others resort to some sorts of unsocial and unethical behaviours. Among all these, the classical one, 
which is on rise today, is sexual misadventures. 

Pope Francis said: “All our institutes are heir to a history rich in charism. At their origins we see the hand of God 
who, in his Spirit, calling certain individuals to follow Christ more closely, to translate the Gospel into a particular way of 
life, to read the signs of the times with the eyes of faith and to respond creatively to the needs of the Church.” Any institute 
of Consecrated life has a history, a history which is founded on charism – Spirit of God. Hence, the Apostolic constitution 
Lumn Gentium affirmed “Consecrated life is a gift bestowed on the Church by the Holy Spirit to enhance her quality of 
life.”

Often the consecrated life is portrayed in the image of heavenly colours, speaking in all truth rightly and 
eloquently of its excellence. However, side by side with its excellence, consecrated life is confronted today with 
unresolved questions, some of them inspired by the evangelical image of salt: “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has 
lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored?” (Mt 5:13). As a result, the very existence of consecrated life 
beco becomes a burning problem in today's world. It is disastrous if on the day of their 

consecration, we, the so-called consecrated persons recited the formula of 
consecration without anything particular to commit ourselves to, or without any 

clarity about what are our priorities and core values. All are aware that 
consecrated life has fallen victim of a provisional and materialistic culture 
whereby an authentic consecrated life happens to be a mirage to some. In order 
to rejuvenate the lost vigour, to remember the essence and to regain the 
saltiness, We, the consecrated persons need to take a look back, make a “U-turn” 
and then go forward with hope and joy.

Consecration – Live & Spread
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Indeed, the consecrated persons are human beings, 
prone to make mistakes, but these mistakes should not become 
convenient forgetfulness of the essence of consecrated 
identity. The forgetfulness of the essence will automatically 
lead to forgetfulness of the personal identity of the 
consecrated persons and prime motive of the vocation one has 
received to consecrated life. Thus, they habitually tend cling to 
or become victims of 'this material culture or culture of 
competence and accumulation'. Dissatisfaction in life, adoring 
egoism, privatising of love, yearning for material things, 
become the visible traits of this rupture.

 What is the essence of consecration? Or what does it 
mean by consecrate oneself to God? 'Consecrated' means 'set 
apart', 'reserved exclusively for' and 'possessed totally by 
God.' Consecration is a human action in response to the divine 
invitation. It is expressed on the human side by a free self-
surrender. It is a covenant of mutual love and fidelity. 
Accordingly, they are supposed to have fixed their workouts, 
the stuff they will read, and decide the kind of people they 
associate with. After all, the profession of evangelical counsels 
presupposes some sort of accepted behavioural pattern from 
consecrated persons. Wherever they are and whatever they do 
should reflect their consecrated identity. 

Pope Francis said: “All our institutes are heir to a 
history rich in charisms. At their origins we see the hand of 
God who, in his Spirit, calling certain individuals to follow 
Christ more closely, to translate the Gospel into a particular 
way of life, to read the signs of the times with the eyes of faith 
and to respond creatively to the needs of the Church.” Any 
institute of Consecrated life has a history, a history which is 
founded on charism – Spirit of God. Hence, the Apostolic 
Constitution Lumen Gentium affirmed “Consecrated life is a 
gift bestowed on the Church by the Holy Spirit to enhance her 
quality of life.”

Often the consecrated life is portrayed in the image of 
heavenly colours, speaking in all truth rightly and eloquently 
of its excellence. However, side by side with its excellence, 

c
consecrated life is confronted today with unresolved 
questions, some of them inspired by the evangelical image of 
salt: “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, 
how can its saltiness be restored?” (Mt 5:13). As a result, the 
very existence of consecrated life becomes a burning 
problem in today's world. It is disastrous if on the day of their 
consecration, we, the so-called consecrated persons recited 
the formula of consecration without anything particular to 
commit ourselves to, or without any clarity about what are 
our priorities and core values. All are aware that consecrated 
life has fallen victim of a provisional and materialistic culture 
whereby an authentic consecrated life happens to be a 
mirage to some. In order to rejuvenate the lost vigour, to 
remember the essence and to regain the saltiness, We, the 
consecrated persons need to take a look back, make a “U-
turn” and then go forward with hope and joy.

The Day of Consecrated Life is a call to each of us to 
recognize and witness to the Redeemer in every encounter 
we experience! During this period of the pandemic, it is 
more important than ever to consciously and carefully 
ensure that real encounters still take place. Even as we face 
the challenges of maintaining the physical distance required 
to curb contagion, we cannot lose our 'closeness to people' – 
especially the abandoned and the poor – which is at the heart 
of our charism. Called to a genuine encounter with God and 
with the abandoned poor, may we, like Simeon and Anna, be 
authentic and prophetic witnesses to the Redeemer in our 
wounded world!

Following Jesus our Redeemer, accompanied by our 
Mother Mary and our founder St. Louis Guanella, may we be 
signs of joy and hope for our brothers and sisters through 
living and spreading the joy of our consecration.

Fr. Ronald J. SdC
Provincial Superior
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Two elderly people, Simeon and Anna, await in the 
Temple the fulfilment of the promise that God made to his 
people: the coming of the Messiah. Yet theirs is no passive 
expectation, it is full of movement. Let us look at what 
Simeon does. First, he is moved by the Spirit; then he sees 
salvation in the Child Jesus and finally he takes him into his 
arms (cf. Lk 2:26-28). Let us consider these three actions 
and reflect on some important questions for us and in 
particular for the consecrated life.

 First, what moves us? Simeon goes to the Temple, 
“moved by the spirit” (v. 27). The Holy Spirit is the 
protagonist in this scene. He makes Simeon's heart burn 
with desire for God. He keeps expectation alive in his heart: 
He impels him to go to the Temple and he enables his eyes to 
recognize the Messiah, even in the guise of a poor little baby. 
That is what the Holy Spirit does: he enables us to discern 
God's presence and activity not in great things, in outward 
appearances or shows of force, but in littleness and 
vulnerability. The words “moved by the spirit” remind us of 
what ascetic theology calls “movements of the Spirit”: those 
movements of the soul that we recognize within ourselves 
and are called to test, in order to discern whether they come 
from the Holy Spirit or not.

 We can also ask, who mostly moves us? Is it the 
Holy Spirit, or the spirit of this world? This a question that 
everyone, consecrated persons in particular, needs to ask. 
The Spirit moves us to see God in the littleness and 
vulnerability of a baby, yet we at times risk seeing our 
consecration only in terms of results, goals and success: we 
look for influence, for visibility, for numbers. The Spirit, on 
the other hand, asks for none of this. He wants us to cultivate 
daily fidelity and to be attentive to the little things entrusted 
to our care. How touching is the fidelity shown by Simeon 
and Anna! Each day they go to the Temple, each day they 
keep watch and pray, even though time passes and nothing 

sSeems to happen. They live their lives in expectation, without 
discouragement or complaint, persevering in fidelity and 
nourishing the flame of hope that the Spirit has kindled in their 
hearts.

 Brothers and sisters, let us ask, what moves our days? 
What is the love that makes us keep going? Is it the Holy Spirit, 
or the passion of the moment? How do we “move” in the 
Church and in society? Sometimes, even behind the 
appearance of good works, the canker of narcissism, or the 
need to stand out, can be concealed. In other cases, even as we 
go about doing many things, our religious communities can 
appear moved more by mechanical repetition – acting out of 
habit, just to keep busy – than by enthusiastic openness to the 
Holy Spirit. Let us today examine our interior motivations and 
discern our spiritual movements, so that the renewal of 
consecrated life may come about, first and foremost, from 
there.

 A second question: What do our eyes see? Simeon, 
moved by the Spirit, sees and recognizes Christ. And he prays, 
saying: “My eyes have seen your salvation” (v. 30). This is the 
great miracle of faith: it opens eyes, transforms gazes, changes 
perspectives. As we know from Jesus' many encounters in the 
Gospel, faith is born of the compassionate gaze with which 
God looks upon us, softening the hardness of our hearts, 
healing our wounds and giving us new eyes to look at ourselves 
and at our world. New ways to see ourselves, others and all the 
situations that we experience, even those that are most painful. 
This gaze is not naïve, fleeing reality and refusing to see 
problems, but one that can “look within” and “see beyond”. A 
gaze that does not stop at appearances, but can enter into the 
very cracks of our weaknesses and failures, in order to discern 
God's presence even there.

 The World Day for Consecrated Life



 The eyes of the elderly Simeon, albeit dimmed by 
the years, see the Lord. They see salvation. What about us? 
What do our eyes see? What is our vision of consecrated 
life? The world often sees it as “a waste”, a relic of the past, 
something useless. But we, the Christian community, men 
and women religious, what do we see? Are our eyes turned 
only inward, yearning for something that no longer exists, 
or are we capable of a farsighted gaze of faith, one that 
looks both within and beyond? I am greatly edified when I 
see older consecrated men and women whose eyes are 
bright, who continue to smile and in this way to give hope 
to the young. Let us think of all those times when we 
encountered such persons, and bless God for this. For 
their eyes are full of hope and openness to the future.

Dear brothers and sisters, the Lord never fails to 
give us signs that invite us to cultivate a renewed vision of 
consecrated life. We cannot pretend not to see them and 
then go on as usual, doing the same old things, drifting 

back through inertia to the forms of the past, paralyzed by 
fear of change. Let us open our eyes: the Spirit is inviting us 
amid our crises, decreasing numbers and diminishing 
forces, to renew our lives and our communities. Let us look 
at Simeon and Anna: although they were advanced in years, 
they did not spend their days mourning a past that never 
comes back, but instead embraced the future opening up 
before them. Let us not waste today by looking back at 
yesterday; instead, let us place ourselves before the Lord in 
adoration and ask for eyes to see goodness and to discern the 
ways of God.

 Finally, a third question: what do we take into our 
own arms? Simeon took Jesus into his arms (cf. v. 28). It is a 
touching scene, full of meaning and unique in the Gospels. 
God has placed his Son in our arms too, because embracing 
Jesus is the essential thing, the very heart of faith. Sometimes 
we risk losing our bearings, getting caught up in a thousand 
different things, obsessing about minor issues or plunging 
into new projects, yet the heart of everything is Christ, 
embracing him as the Lord of our lives.

 

 When Simeon took Jesus into his arms, he spoke 
words of blessing, praise and wonder. If consecrated men 
and women lack words that bless God and other people, if 
they lack joy, if their enthusiasm fails, if their fraternal life is 
only a chore, it is not the fault of someone or something else. 
It is because our arms no longer embrace Jesus. When that 
happens, our hearts fall prey to bitterness, to complaining 
about things that do not go like clockwork, to rigidity and 
inflexibility, to the illusion of our own superiority. If, on the 
other hand, we embrace Christ with open arms, we will also 
embrace others with trust and humility. Then conflicts will 
not escalate, disagreements will not divide, and the 
temptation to domineer and to offend the dignity of others 
will be overcome. So let us open our arms to Christ and to 
all our brothers and sisters.

Dear friends, today let us joyfully renew our 
consecration! Let us ask ourselves what “moves” our hearts 
and actions, what renewed vision we are being called to 
cultivate, and above all else, let us take Jesus into our arms. 
Even if at times we experience fatigue and weariness, let us 
do as Simeon and Anna did. They awaited with patience the 
fidelity of the Lord and did not allow themselves to be 
robbed of the joy of the encounter with him. Let us put the 
Lord back in the centre, and press forward with joy.

(Pope Francis)



PONGAL CELEBRATION 

Kumbakonam :Pongal is a harvest festival in Tamil Nadu. 
The word Pongal means "overflowing" which signifies 
abundance and prosperity. This Pongal festival was 
celebrated in our Divine Providence Church and all our 

thsubstations on the 17  of January 2022. We began with a 
special prayer and blessing. The parish and our substations 
had a cheery look with the fresh sugar canes and colorful 
Kolam. Unfortunately, we had to celebrate Pongal on a 
virtual platform due to Covid-19 pandemic restrictions. 
The people were able to participate in games which 
enhanced the sweetness of the celebration. 

              REPUBLIC DAY 

Kumbakonam : In a republic country the citizens of a 

country hold the supreme power to elect representatives. 

Our Lady of Divine Providence Church witnessed the 
rd th celebration of the 73  Republic Day on the 26 of January 

2022. The parish people and evening school children, filled 

with a feeling of patriotism and dedication, gathered in 

front of the church. The program began at 6:30 am with a 

Holy Mass celebrated by the assistant parish priest. After the 

Mass, the Chief Guest, Mr. Moses, hoisted the flag and Rev. 

Sr. Josephine in her speech highlighted the significance and 

advantages of our democracy that made the children to be 

aware that the future of their country lies in their hands. She 

also addressed the importance of the constitution and its 

unique features. Fr. Paul Dhinagaran proposed the vote of 

thanks. 

RESTORATION TO RENOVATE OUR MISSION 

Bangalore: A renovation and reconstruction project that had 
been proposed by local community members was approved by 

th the Provincial and his council on the 10 of January 2022. It has 
been a dream of many, to have our recipients attached to the 
formation house. The work began with a blessing ceremony, 
presided over by Fr. Gabriel in the presence of Fr. 
Kulandaisamy, Superior, other confreres and novices of the 
community, and the Contractor Cum Engineer, Mr. Antony 
Cruz. All the workers, as well as the instruments and tools, 
were blessed for the successful completion of the work. Thanks 
to the Provincial Superior and his team. 

VOCATION COORDINATOR'S GOOGLE MEET

Cuddalore: The DPP Vocation Coordinator's Google meet 
rdwas held on Sunday, January 23  at 9:30 am. The participants 

were: all the individual community collaborators, along with 
the formators and formees. The guest speaker was Rev. Fr. 
Magbay DeLawrence, a Jesuit vocation promoter of Chennai 
Province. The topic for the event was “Vocation Promotion in a 
Pandemic Situation.” Fr. DeLawrence spoke using diverse 
types of fishing as analogies. He shared examples from his own 
life experience, especially recruiting vocation during Covid 
situation in the previous year. Later, Fr. Jeyaseelan presented 
particulars from his two-year report on vocation promotion. 
Fr. Jeyaseelan shared details of the last two years, its 
challenges, and his plans for the future. Fr. Provincial stated 
that he felt “as a Province we have actualized the motions and 

ththe proposals of the 20  GC on Vocation Promotion: a full-
time confrere for Vocation Promotion to increase vocations to 
the Guanellian Family as Priests, Sisters and Lay Collaborators 
and to create a suitable ambiance for the discernment process.” 
The Online Google Meet ended successfully around 1:00 pm.

India 

India



CELEBRATING  THE  HARVEST FESTIVAL 

th
Cuddalore : On the 15  of January, the SJS Community 
celebrated the Pongal festival, to thank the Lord for all His 
favours. The significant part of the celebration is the boiling 
of the first rice of the season.  While it was being prepared, 
the Fathers and the Brothers entertained everyone with 
their colorful dances. Next, the decorated cows were 
brought and blessed. In conclusion, the Pongal was blessed 
by Fr. Adaikalam and as a token of love, everyone shared in 
the Pongal. 

FOLK DANCE DEBUT
thCuddalore: On the 16  of January, the SJS Community 

conducted a folk-dance and invited all the neighbouring 
th thcommunities. From the 12  to the 16  folk-dance classes 

were held, it enabled the Brothers to become proficient in 
dancing. It was publicized on social media and was 
appreciated by all who were invited to the debut. They were 
guided by Mr. Stephen who helped the seminarians to 
develope their interest in the arts of the soil. 

REPUBLIC DAY
thOn the 26  of January, the Day of Republic, the SJS 

Community was proud to host an event and happy to be 
Indians. After the Holy Eucharist, Fr. Arockia Vanathaiyan 
hoisted the national flag. He spoke, encouraging the Brothers 
to increase their love and thirst for country, and to serve its 
people wholeheartedly in every viable way. The Brothers had a 
parade and paid tribute to the flag. The day's events were 
followed by the distribution of sweets.

NEW YEAR BLESSINGS... 

Thalavadi : As the New Year begins, we all wish for a 
prosperous year filled with peace, joy, love, happiness and 
health of mind, spirit, and body. Our Nazareth Illam residents 
and Fathers visited Poor Clare Sisters from Panakahalli 
monastery to share New Year's blessings and powerful prayer 
supports. It is through God's intervention and miraculous 
power; we are healed from our diseases. The New Year began 
for Nazareth Illam with the blessing of the Poor Clare Sisters.



REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATION 

th
Cuddalore: On the 26  of January, we celebrated 
Republic Day in Sagaya Madha parish. The day started with 
Holy Mass. We invited, as a special guest, Mr. Sarthar, who 
hoisted the flag. Mr. Antoniraj gave the Republic Day 
message. In his speech, Mr. Antoniraj mentioned that the 
people of India celebrate and honor the achievements of the 
nation, pay tribute to the people who have sacrificed their 
lives for the safety of their country, and remember the rich 
history of India's freedom struggle. A thousand salutes to 
this great nation of ours. May it become even more 
prosperous and great. Let us remember the golden heritage 
of our country and feel proud to be a part of India. Mr. 
Donbosco organized the program. At the end of the 
celebration, sweets were distributed to all present.

      PONGAL CELEBRATION
th

 Cuddalore : On the 14  of January, we celebrated Pongal 
in our parish. Fr. Lourduraj celebrated Holy Mass and Fr. 
Francis preached the homily. In his homily, Fr. Francis 
mentioned that Pongal, the four-day harvest festival 
celebrated in South India, especially Tamil Nadu, will be 

thcelebrated with great enthusiasm from January 14  to the 
th17  this year. The purpose is to thank the Lord all his 

blessings. Fr. Kennedy blessed the Pongal. The Parish Priest 
thanked all the Parishioners, who donated Pongal materials, 
and the Legion of Mary, who organized the cooking. At the 
end of the day, all left with smiling faces.

                  PONGAL CELEBRATION 
Sivagangai: The members at Yesuvanam Community 

thcelebrated the Pongal enthusiastically, on the 15  of January 
with our Special Children. On the eve of the Pongal Festival, 
Fr. Peter Sebastian, the Superior, presided over Holy Mass. 
Our special children offered the newly harvested grains and 
vegetables from our land. After the Mass, the Postulants 
conducted a few games for our children, such as: throw ball, 
shot put, breaking the pot, etc. Mr. Joseph, the cattle breeder, 
decorated the cows and goats for the occasion and Fr. George, 
the Administrator, gave them special blessing. Finally, all  
shared joy  of delicious Pongal with one another, wishing 
Happy  Pongal.

ONLINE SEMINAR 

Sivagangai: The Postulants participated in the “International 
Support to Religious Formees” Online Seminar on 
Psychosexual Integration, Interpersonal Relationship, 

th stCommunity Life, and Apostolate from the 17  to the 21  of 
January 2022 presented by Fr. Staney CSSR. The following 
were the specific topics of the seminar: 1. Psychosexual 
Integration in one's own life and of the formees. 2. Building 
interpersonal relationships. 3. Conflict management; 
principled life and adjustability. 4. Contribution to 
community living. 5. Commitment to the Charism and 
Apostolate of the marginalized. The seminar helped the 
participants to reorient themselves by understanding the 
dynamics and purpose of interpersonal relationships and by 
teaching conflict management skills.



THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION

                                                                                              
Chennai : The Don Guanella Major Seminary's formative 
program is concerned with the development and 
improvement of all aspects of the Brothers' personal and 
professional lives. In pursuit of this goal, academic 
programs are scheduled to enhance the spiritual and 
intellectual levels of the participants. For this semester, a 

ththeological reflection was held on the 18  of January at 7:00 
pm. The chairperson of this reflection was Fr. Anandan, in 
conjunction with three of our theologians who took the 
stage, to lead the session. The topic was “Habeas Corpus: In 
Church's perspective.” In today's highly mechanized, fast 
paced society, human beings often fail to recognize the 
humanity of the other. Therefore, the hallmark of the 
theological reflection was to emphasize the human rights of 
all people, especially prisoners. Finally, Fr. Anandan, the 
Chairperson, shared his ideas on the subject. He then 
thanked all the speakers for their hard work on this topic and 
ended with the Angelus. 

 PHILOSOPHICAL SYMPOSIUM

Chennai : The philosophical symposium for this semester 
thwas held on the 25  of January 2022 at the conference hall in 

the evening. The symposium took place in the august 
presence of Fr. A. P. Samy, the honorable chief guest of the 
day. The symposium was led by the Brothers from the 
philosophy department, joined by three student speakers. 
The topic was “Child Sexual Abuse”- a philosophical review 
on the critique of morality by Immanuel Kant, the 
transcendent idealism philosopher. The symposium 
commenced at 6:45 pm. After the presentations, Fr. Samy 
addressed the participants of the symposium to thank them 
for their input and to give suggestions for the betterment of 
the reflection. The symposium  ended with the angelus. 

 
 WELL PREPARED IS HALF DONE.

Chennai : The fourth year theology brothers of DGMS 
attended a course on perpetual preparation course in view of 
preparing themselves to give their final commitment to the 
Lord.  The course was conducted at Don Bosco Renewal 
Centre in Bangalore. There were forty five members all 
together attended the course from Salasians Brothers & Sisters 

 and Guanellians. The course was scheduled from 4 – 31 
January.  This course has fetched us a great importance of 
Religious life and the commitment of this life. All the classes by 
Frs. Bosco, Joe Mannath and V.M Thomas, challenged all the 
young religious to prepare to face the challenges with courage 
and with full vigor.  Class on psycho- sexual & celibate 
maturity helped us to integrate creatively with one's own 
sexuality resourcefully organized or well harmonized.  At the 
end of the course the guided retreat helped us to understand 
our own spirituality and dispose oneself to God by personal 
reflection and sharing with the spiritual director. The course 
was concluded with the feast celebration of St. Bosco.

Sankranthi Festival 
Vatluru: India celebrates various festivals throughout the 
year. Pongal is the harvest festival of southern India. It is called 
Sankarathi in the state of Andhra Pradesh, India. It is also a feast 
of thanksgiving to nature and its inhabitants. As the Pongal is 
sweet, so we are also invited to be sweet, leaving behind our 
jealousy, pride, ill-feelings, arrogance, and vengeance. It is a 
feast that marks our happiness, growth, and prosperity. 
Therefore, we gathered in Vidya Nagar, DSMP Formation 
House, along with the Guanella Bhavan Community to 
celebrate the feast of joy. We had traditional agape. 



NEW RAY OF HOPE IN THE NEW YEAR

Vatluru: “The constitution is not a mere lawyer's 
document, it is a vehicle of life, and its spirit is always the 
spirit of the age” - BR Ambedkar. “The sanctity of law can be 
maintained only so long as it is the expression of the will of 
the people.” - Bhagat Singh. This year our nation was proud 

rdto celebrate the 73  Republic Day. We, too, celebrated by 
unfurling the national flag in conjunction with the 
parishioners and Guanella Karunalaya boys. This was done 
with great patriotism and reverence. The boys organized a 
parade which was classical and impressive.

HEALTH IS WEALTH 
Vatluru: “He who has health has hope; and he who has 
hope, has everything.” – Thomas Carlyle. A free medical 
camp was organized by the Sacred Heart Church, Vatluru on 

ththe 26  of January 2022. Rev. Fr. Francis Assisi, Superior 
and Parish Priest, inaugurated the camp. Qualified doctors 
and staff volunteered to give treatment. The people were 
screened for various ailments, including blood pressure, 
diabetes, fever, eye infection, orthopedics, ENT, thyroid, 
and dental problems. Free medicine was given to the 
patients in the camp. People from Vatluru, Showaripuram, 
and Kalaparu benefited from the medical camp. 

CHARITY NEVER ENDS

Yesu Gutta :Guanell ian presence in Yesu Gutta, 
Mahabubabad, Telangana is making a slow and steady progress 
in reaching to the poor in the footsteps of St. Louis Guanella. 
The confreres of the residence together with the diocesan 
coordinator for the special children visited 20 special children 
and provided blankets as part of the World Special Peoples' day. 
Also, the residence distributed grocery items to 30 families as 
covid relief. These visitations played vital role in bringing 
Guanellian presence to the people around our residence, to 
know about the living condition of the good children and to 
find the possible ways to assist them for their upliftment in the 
society.

 BEGINNING WITH PRAYER

Grass Lake – To start the New Year out right, the faithful 
stattended First Saturday Mass on New Year's Day, January 1 , at 

the Pious Union. Not only were they able to receive the 
Eucharist, but they also were given the opportunity to be 
prayed over. Students from 'Encounter Ministries' joined the 
celebration and following Mass they prayed over people even 
offering prayer teams. It gave many people a great opportunity 
to start the New Year with spiritual strength derived from the 
experience.

  WHAT  IS  ALHAMBRA?

Grass Lake – In order to help spread the word about the work 
of the fraternal organization, the International Order of 
Alhambra, members of the St. Louis Guanella Caravan from 
Our Lady of Fatima parish spoke to Mass attendees January 

th16 . After the conclusion of Mass George Walrath, spoke to 
those present about the commitment Alhambra has to persons 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Through their 
efforts of fundraising and volunteering they also aim to foster 
friendships amongst the members as well as with the disabled 
whom they serve. Alhambra was started in 1904 and exists 
primarily in the US with some Caravans in Canada. They are 
inspired by the Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi who is the patron 
saint of the Order.  

United States 



OF SOCKS AND SNOWMEN

Chelsea :Most of us have gathered up stuff and saved it for 
some purpose that we are unaware of, keeping it just in case 
we need it. When we find too many collections of stuff we 
often struggle to part with it or figure out how to put it to 
good use. Thanks to Pinterest and countless creative 
individuals, some of those odd collections can be turned 
into fun craft projects. Have you ever bought new socks or 
tights that come with that stiff paper inside to make the 
packaging appealing? Someone saved those sock inserts and 
then donated them to St. Louis Center. Laura Rayer, 
activities coordinator, provides meaningful activities for the 
residents several days a week. She not only enjoys doing 
crafts, but she is also very creative in coming up with craft 
ideas. When the stack of sock inserts were donated, Laura 
looked at them and she looked outside, and then she said, 
“SNOWMEN!” She helped the ladies of Mike's House create 
their own snowmen in the comfort of their warm home 
January 12th. They all enjoyed the activity and ended up 
with a cute craft to brighten up the gray winter days.

         Provincial Calendar 
5  -          First Saturday at 
              Kumbakonam
6  -         Marriage Mass   
             at Rasiamangalam
7  -        Meeting with Archbishop 
            of Madras- Mylapore 
8  -        Meeting with the Archbishop 
             of Madurai & Council Meeting
9  -13    Classes at St. Joseph 
              Seminary Cuddalore
1 4        Marriage Mass at Maiyanur
1 6-18   Classes at DGMS Chennai
1 9-20   Feast Mass at  Kodaikanal
2 1-22    Tutelage Program at Chennai
2 3-24    Administrators Meet  at Chennai 
2 8          Vatluru Feast

FEBRUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2   -    Presentation of the Lord
         World Day of Consecrated Life

4    -    Anniversary of the Death of Mother
        Marcellina Bosatta (1934)

11 -    Our Lady of Lourdes
        World Day of the Sick

22 -    The Chair of St. Peter, Apostle

25 -    Annointing of the Sick of Blessed 
Clare Bosatta (1887)

BIRTHDAYS

          1   - Fr. George Vinsula. I
          10 - Fr. Kuriakose. A 
          14 - Fr. Amalorpavanathan. R 
          15 - Fr. Silvio De Nard 
          19 - Fr. Sagayaraj. S 
          23 - Bro. Arul Pandian. R 
          24 - Fr. Chandra Nevis. D | Fr. Arputharaj. J 
          25 - Fr. Francis. S

FEAST DAYS

          2   - Fr. Kannikai Raj. A  
          4   - Fr. John Paul Britto |Fr. Anandhan. T

     Fr. Arul |Bro. Arul Pandian. R 
          11 - Fr. Anthony Lourduraj|Fr. Lourduraj. C

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY

          11 - Fr. Arun| Fr. Jesu Doss |Fr. Johnson
     Fr. Kumar |Fr. Paul Dhinagaran 
       |Fr. Rambabu|Fr. Suresh |Fr. Thambu Samy  

          12 - Fr. Soosai Rathinam. R

Calender

In every age consecrated men and women must continue 
to be images of Christ the Lord,
fostering through prayer a profound communion 
of mind with him.”
                                                              — Pope John Paul II
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